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responded to a2 modified Children's Attitudes Toward the Elierly 5cale
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age, but did not differentiate younger and middle-aged malz adults by
age. They always viewed an elderly smale adult as oldest. Boys were
generally less positive than girls in attitudes toward elderly
individuals and boys also tended to view the elderly adults as lass
physically attractive than younger adults. These results suggest that
negative attributions concerning elderly persons are evideat as early
as the preschool years. (Author/Ja)
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SUMMARY

T=e Children's Attitudes Tows=d —= Z=lderly Scale (CATE) was ad-
ministemed in modified form to 40 p—=scrom avys anc girls. Caildren were
able tc correctly order younger, mimnle—sp-4 and elderly femae agqults bv
age, bzt did not differentiate younger =md middie-aged make agults v
age. wn elderly male adult was alwes= viewed ac oldest ~by the criidre—,
howexer. Boys were generaiiy less B *he than qirss in atiitwmes Towarc
elderty ‘~dividuals and boys also 2eNdc: = wiew e aicderly admMs as les-
JnweI3Eew attractive than younge- . -+.'s. imolications of the results for

xiditional researct_ze explored.
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A INTRODUETIDN

Previous wesearch couééming altituoses toward the wsderly indxcates
tHat older persams are viewed as sick, forgetful, helpless. etc., by chil-
dren, adolescents, adults, =nd the elderty themselves {e.g.1,2,-.5).
Apparently, -midren are essecially critical of older persons :and give = few
positive attributes regardima becoming Hd thenselves (==3. 4). This
study examinea three issues — prescroolers® attitudes wward the eloeriy.
First, we sought to replikate =r=wvious wark '3) wnich mitidly reveaes
preschoolers' attitudes toward voung., middle-agec, ana €kderly adults.
Second, we examined sex differences n <hildren's responses to male arg
female adults. Finally, we studied =t Jmgyree 0 whach physical attraciae—

ness played a role in chiidren's z=—tz9ens of aduls.

B. ME" 40D

Forty preschoolers (2D boys, 20 méts; E e 3.9 years range = 3..
-4.4) served as subjects. All chilomesr were whi®z, from middle-income
homes, and were recruited from a larpe private preschool I Fargo, North
Dakota. While IQ information wes not availacie, teachers' jdgments sug-
gested that all of the children were of a~erags Wtelligence irels.

Children individually rt_esponden 170 a moafied Children's Attitudes
Toward the Elderly Scale (CATE) (4)2. ~h= TETE requires children to
order (by age) pictures of young, midile-agext anc elderly men and wom-
en. Further, children are asked to malee torced-cmoice -attributions of the
young and elderly adults. The primary modi&iztion to the CATE included
an attractiveness question (pretty/handsome »=. wgiy). Color photographs
(4" x 3") were taken of six male and female aocu#ts who were classified as

younger (ages 20, 21), middle-aged (40, 32) ar ealweriy (ages 61, 62). All



photos wers taken using a standard, white background and photos were
crapped at chin levels to eliminate clothing cues. All facial expressions

among the a=ults were neutral.

C. RESULTS

Analyses of the percentages of children making particular types of
responses indicated that while children correctly ordered female adults by
age (97.5%), the young and middle-aged male adults were not viewed as
different in age (i.e. 55% saw the younger male adult as the youngest
while 45% believed the middle-aged male adult was the youngest). How-
ever, both the younger and middle-aged male adults were judged younger
than the elderly male adult by 100% of the children.

At least 75% of boys described both young and e'iderly, male and
female adults as helpful, friehdiy, happy, clean and glaa. However, boys
were more likely to view the younger adults as healthy (85.0%), physically
attractive (90.0%3) and good (95.0%) while attributing these characteristics
to elderiy adults less often (heaithy, 85.0%; attractive, 35.0%, good,
55.0%). No clear differences as a fun: ‘ic'. of the sex of adults emerged
among boysi attributes.

Surpris’iany, girls saw no ditferences between younger and elderly
adults on any of the following: health, friendliness, physical attractive-
nr- 3, being good and happiness (range of percentages = 75.0% - 100.0%).
Girls did view the younger adults as more helpful (75.0%) than the elderly
adults (45.0%), but viewed the elderly adults as happier (80.0% vs. 50.0%
for younger adults) and more clean (85.0% vs 55.0% for younger adults).

Again, no sex of adult effects emerged among the girls' attributes.



Chi-square analyses were performed to compare percentages of girls
and boys making specific attributions. Boys were significantly more likely
than girls to view the younger adults, both male and female, as clean,
glad, healthy, physically attractive and good (all p=«#§.05). Boys were
also more likely (p .05} than girls to judge the elderly adults as more
helpful. In contrast, girls were far more~likely (g‘.os) than boys to
judge the elderly adults as healthy, attractive and good. Again, no

differences emerged as 2 function of sex of adult.

D. DISCUSSION

The results replicate earlier findings (e.g. 4) and suggest that
negative attric.tions conc'e'rnihg eide’rly persons are evident as early as
the preschool years. Moreover sex differences in children's judgments
indicate discrepancies in boys' and girls' views of younger and elderly
adults. Overall, girls were more positive toward the elderly than were
boys. A cogent rationale for this sex-differentiated pattern is somewhat
lacking, especially since children's attributions did not vary with the sex
of the adults. Additional research which focuses on sex-differeritiated
patterns of attitudes toward the elderly appears warranted.

Finally, ohnysical attractiveness was related to boy'si, but not girls'
judgments of adults. Boys overwhelmih'g-ly saw the younger adults as
good-looking and the older adults as "ugly”. This indicates that among
boys, negative and positive attributes based on the age of adults are
ciosely tied to judgments of attractiveness. Given the powerful nature of
the attractiveness stereotype in American culture (3) it would seem crucial
in any intervention program designed to enhance attitudes toward the

elderly, to emphasize the positive physical aspects of older individuals.



Further researcr on tve link Dese=ser attitudes towarc the elderlvy and
physical attractivesress jucsmmerr= —-=s to be an important next step =

the area.
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FOOTNOTES

1An earlier version of this paper was presented at the annual meetinc of
the Western Psychological Association, Honolulu, May, 1980. The aurors
express their appreciation to the foilowing individuals who were inssru-
mental in the completion of the study: Sheree Berg, Kris Bresvold,
Deidre Hiney-Langseth, David Prentice, Margaret Rice, Bruce F. Rower-
son, Carol J. Rogne, and Sherry Wetsch. The generous cooperation of
the staff, director and children in the participating school is alsc gi'éatiy
appreciated. Also correspondence should be sent to the first author's
address at the end of this article.’

2Half‘ of the children of each sex had a female experimenter, the other half

a male experimenter.



